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Back-to-School Fairs for poor children living in the Del Rio, TX & Eagle Pass, TX school districts 


General Description:  Baptists are working with the schools, Health & Human Services, civic groups, and local churches to get poor colonia children prepared for school. About 50% of the Hispanic children never finish High School. Many drop out because they were unprepared for school as younger children and never felt like school was a welcoming place for them.  We are trying to change that perception by getting the children prepared with school clothing, school supplies, school vaccinations, and dental services.  Also, we will be promoting some literacy programs for adults and children.  All these services will be provided at Back-to-School Fairs for poor children living in the Del Rio, TX and Eagle Pass, TX school districts.  We believe that the more Hispanics that we can get to achieve academically will strengthen their families, churches, and communities.   
 
Medical individuals are needed who can give required school vaccinations to children.  Also, dental individuals are needed who can provide dental services for children.    
 
Projected Dates: Del Rio, August 7; Eagle Pass, August 14.  The Fairs will run from 9:00 a.m.-3:00 p.m.  We can use people to work at one or both of the Fairs.
 
Travel Information:  All this work will occur in the USA.
 
Estimated Cost: travel, food, and possibly lodging
 
Equipment & Supplies:  Mobile dental vans and vaccines will be provided.
 
Evangelistic Emphasis:  There will not be an evangelistic event at the Back-to-School Fair.  Several Baptist organizations--Baptist Child & Family Services, Buckner Children & Family Services, Cooperative Baptist Fellowship, and Literacy ConnecXus--are building their ministries to work in the colonias with the poor, and this is an effort to build good relationships with the community and to demonstrate that we care about them.  Our goal is to build good relationships that will help us in the future to be effective in evangelistic outreach and church planting. 
For further information, please contact:
Rick McClatchey, CBF Coordinator for Texas
cbftex@aol.com
(210) 732-2225
